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Mr. President, honourable representatives of the Parliamentary Assembly of Council of Europe, Excellencies, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentleman. First, I would like to express my highest appreciation and gratitude to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe for its kind invitation and for providing the opportunity for Indonesia and the incoming President of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly to share our views on the importance of achieving better understanding between the two institutions. 

I would also like to thank the Hanns Seidel Foundation, which has been kind enough to make it possible for the APA to interact with PACE. 

On behalf of other members of the APA and myself, I would like to express the deepest regret for the absence of the President of the APA, His Excellency Dr Haddad Adel. He had been scheduled to deliver a speech on behalf of the APA here today. However, he had to cancel his trip due to circumstances that are unacceptable to the Iranian public and authorities. At the last minute, I was asked to replace Dr Adel and speak on behalf of the APA. 

Also present today to represent the APA before this esteemed Assembly are: Dr Nejad-​Hosseinian, Secretary General of the APA; Honourable Barrister Muhammad Jamiruddin Sircar, the Speaker of the Bangladesh Parliament; Honourable Victor Francisco Ortega, Congressman from the Philippines; and Mr Souleiman Hada, the Chairman of the Committee on International and Arab Affairs, Syrian Parliament; as well as two other members of the Indonesian House of Representatives, Mr. Abdillah Toha and Mr. Marzuki Dausman. 

I believe that interaction between the APA and PACE would be beneficial to peace and security in the world. We consider the unity of Europe to be a significant and auspicious development. In realizing unity, Europe has survived many challenges in its decades of history, including civil wars in the 18th and 19th centuries as well as two world wars in the first half of the 20th century. 

On the other hand, there is abundant evidence of progress and development in Asia. It is the largest continent geographically and the oldest continent historically, with tremendously rich natural resources. It is the most populated continent, with vastly diverse cultures and ethnic groups. 

We live in a world in which the constituent components are becoming increasingly interlinked and interdependent. Globalization has created a borderless world that has changed the global agenda in such a way that no progress can be achieved in any field without universal interaction. 

With its resources and enormous capacities, Asia is influential and has much weight in the global political, economic, trade and cultural equations. Asia is certainly important in global trends. Some think that global trends will inevitably lead to the consolidation of the present centers of power and wealth, the unification of development models and the elimination of natural and regional identities. Behind such notions of the unfolding events and developments that face humanity hides a simplistic philosophical view that is being exploited by certain powers for political and commercial purposes. 

Current global trends are likely to lead to a unipolar world while on the other hand conditions and opportunities are created for new poles of power and greater interaction between them. Furthermore, the most significant impact of globalization is a greater collective realization and greater interconnection between human beings. That has created deep consciousness in respect of rejecting isolationism as well as unilateralist and exclusive approaches to global issues. 

Furthermore, we continue to witness the crass application of double standards in human rights issues by the major powers at the expense of weaker and developing states. That hypocritical practice will inevitably lead eventually to the erosion of respect for, and confidence in, universal human rights. 


              We in Asia see Europe as a balancing power in a world that these days is tending to be dragged into unipolarity. The strength of the European Union should be used for the benefit of alleviating poverty and ensuring economic and political equity - among other means by strengthening the United Nations through the oft-spoken need for reform. Based on that view, the APA has striven and worked whole​heartedly to overcome the challenges that we face, by relying on common values and ideas. It is on that basis that the APA warmly welcomes co-operation and stronger partnership with other regional institutions, such as the PACE. We are of the view that co-operation between Asia and Europe in various fields is no longer a matter of choice, but rather a requirement for global relations that will entail precious benefits for two important regions and two major global poles. Such co-operation would also greatly benefit the APA through learning from the successful experience of Europe in its process of integration and unity. In Asia, although it is still far from achieving integration, there is serious endeavour towards that progress, among other means through the APA. 

I would like briefly to explain the Asian Parliamentary Assembly. It is the successor of the Asian Parliamentary Association for Peace, which was established in 1992 as a result of the concerted efforts of Asian parliamentarians and representatives of civil society in Asia. It began its activities with two basic mottos as its guiding principles: supporting peace based on justice and consolidating Asian integration. 

Against that backdrop, we draw your attention to recent developments in Myanmar. While the process of democratization is making ever greater strides in Asia, especially in the ASEAN - Association of South East Asian Nations - region, the recent tragic events in Myanmar have shown a total and serious setback in the process, with the heaviest cost and suffering of its people. The continued repression of the military regime has been globally condemned. We call on all democratic states to do their utmost to effect democratic change, restoring the people's right to claim their freedom and freeing the Myanmar people from the reprehensible repression of the military junta. 

Mr. President, I believe that democratic institutions such as the Asian Parliamentary Assembly and the Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly can play an effective role in promoting a lasting and fundamental relationship between Asia and Europe by focusing on their two salient characteristics: first, their democratic character; and, secondly, their authority as law makers and promoters of the rule of law. I hope that our institutions will be able to open a new chapter in our relations through institutionalized and continuous interaction and that they will be ever more successful in realizing our common objectives. I have no doubt that those relationships will lay the ground for mutually beneficial and reinforcing relationships in the fields of law-making and the consolidation of democracy in Europe and Asia and will help us to face our common challenges. 

In November 2008, Indonesia will host the APA General Assembly, which will be followed by an assembly of Asian and African parliaments in the Afro-Asian Parliamentary Conference. As the host country, Indonesia would like to invite members from the PACE to participate as observers at the assembly and conference. 

As we are all aware, the 117th Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union will be held in Geneva next week. More and more, parliaments are called on to play an important role in securing peace and stability. The Indonesian Parliament pledges its commitment to extend its role throughout the world and in that connection we commit ourselves to take an active and leading role in the IPU to further its goals and objectives. We encourage the APA group in the IPU to assert its presence within the world parliament body and actively to participate in its work for the benefit of its member states, especially in the process of democratizing nations. In that regard, the Indonesian House of Representatives seeks your support for nomination of its speaker to be the next president of the IPU, for which election is due next year. 

Finally, I again express my deepest gratitude and appreciation for the hospitality extended to us and the whole APA delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe. On behalf of the APA, I would like to invite the esteemed President of the PACE to be our guest and deliver an address at the next General Assembly of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly in Tehran in November 2007. 

Thank you. 
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