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Asian Parliamentary Assembly
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We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,
Recalling APA Resolution on Alleviating Poverty in Asia (APA/Res/2013/10, December 2013);

Recalling the commitments at relevant conferences and summits including in the United Nations Millennium Goals Declaration adopted by the General Assembly in 2000; the report of the High-level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development Agenda “A New
Global Partnership:  Eradicate Poverty and Transform Economies through Sustainable
Development”; the report of the United Nations Secretary General “A life of dignity for all: accelerating progress towards the Millennium Development Goals and advancing the United Nations development agenda beyond 2015”; and other internationally agreed development goals related to poverty alleviation;

Expressing concern that even though there has been progress in reducing global poverty, this progress has been uneven;
Considering that the causes of poverty are multidimensional connected in particular to ineffective economic strategies and to the lack of good governance;
Expressing concern about lack of property rights over land, settlement, education, health, clean water, and sanitation, and houses for the poor;

Underlining the important role of parliaments in monitoring the implementation of sustainable development in alleviating poverty;

Noting that poverty alleviation is one of essential elements to combat terrorism and transnational crimes;

Reaffirming that poverty alleviation is the greatest challenge of our time and an indispensable requirement for sustainable development, in particular for the least developed countries;

Underlining that poverty alleviation must remain a high priority for the international community and require a coordinated and continuous international cooperation and decisive actions at the national level;
Recognizing the role of government in improving social and economic development, particularly in the areas of health, education, housing, food security, nutrition and environmental sustainability;
Underlining the important role of Parliament to support renewed efforts in alleviating poverty;

Emphasizing that the implementation of relevant laws on poverty alleviation is essential, especially in poor and rural areas;

Noting that consolidated regional cooperation on poverty alleviation is imperative to support efforts at international and national level;

We, therefore,

1. Urge all development actors at all level to continue their efforts to seriously pursue the objective of poverty alleviation; 
2. Urge the APA Member Parliaments to redouble efforts to support activities against poverty and encourage their respective governments to facilitate the implementation of effective policies to promote strong, sustainable, and balanced economic growth; 
3. Reiterate the needs for APA Member Parliaments to strengthen their role in supporting national and international development programs critical to poverty alleviation; 
4. Also Urge the APA Member Parliaments to strengthen the cooperation with their respective governments in promoting social development and formulating economic growth strategies which are in line with the poverty reduction efforts; 
5. Request APA Member Parliaments to ensure that economic growth strategies and poverty alleviation will help to build peace and good governance; promote sustainable development goals; promote total participation to the development process and reproductive health and better access to universal education and health system; and achieve the Millennium Development Goals;
6. Request APA Member Parliaments to  promote necessary legislation to 

a) develop a better access to and opportunity for education and employment for the poor, 

b) support the improvement of health insurance for the poor, 

c) social development, 

provide better protection of children's rights;
d) empower the poor to improve their living conditions and participate in the decision-making process that affect their lives ; 

f) improve disaster preparedness, disaster relief and post-disaster economic recovery; 

7. Encourage APA Member Parliaments to take collective actions in supporting the Governments and other actors in the regions, to promote exchange of views and experiences with parliaments from other regions, in the context of poverty alleviation and promoting equality;
8. Recommend APA Member Parliaments to commit themselves in the achievement of poverty alleviation objectives in the region by ensuring good political and economic governance; adopting appropriate laws and necessary budgeting allocations; supporting national programmes against poverty and inequity; and encourage their governments to improve public service delivery; 
9. Urge APA Member Parliaments to support and monitor the Governments in the region to speed up progress towards the achievement of the MDGs, by evaluating the outcomes with respect to these goals and by considering the post-2015 and other future possible development agendas. 
10. Devise policies aiming at development of small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs) which are key drivers to create jobs and generate revenues and tax.
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