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Asian Parliamentary Assembly
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We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA),

Recalling APA Resolution on Resolution on Asian Parliaments and Governments: Together for Solidarity and Prosperity in Asia (APA/Res/2013/02 --9 December 2013); Measures for Enhancing Cooperation Between APA and Asian Governments (APA/Res/2010/11, 30 November 2010) and Resolution on Enhancing Cooperation Between Asian Parliamentary Assembly Member Parliaments and Their Governments for Implementation of APA Decisions (APA/Res/2008/10, 29 November 2008)

Emphasizing the need to foster closer coordination and cooperation between APA and Governments of APA Member Parliaments;

Encouraging Member Parliaments to consider endorsing and adopting common legislations on issues of mutual interest to both APA and Asian Governments;

Taking Note of the deliberations of the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs in its meeting on May 2014 in Ankara, Turkey, on effective measures to enhance further coordination between APA and governments in Asia; 

1. Urge all Member Parliaments to encourage relevant officials of their respective governments to adhere to and further appreciate the usefulness of the principles incorporated in the APA Declaration on the Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia,
2. Decide to continue inviting Ministers of Foreign Affairs, or their representatives, and other pertinent officials of the APA Member and Observer Parliaments to participate in the Executive Council and Plenary Sessions of the APA and to exchange views on the most significant and urgent issues in Asia and on the APA agenda;

3. Encourage setting up APA parliamentary groups comprising nominated delegates from interested Member Parliaments to participate in Asian inter-governmental meetings and organizations including Asian South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN), Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), Asia Cooperation Dialogue (ACD), Arab League, and Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), and similar credible organizations in order to promote institutional interaction and cooperation in areas of mutual interest.
4. Welcome the idea of conducting regular bilateral and multilateral meetings, between parliamentary delegations of APA Member Parliaments as well as with other inter-parliamentary and inter-governmental organizations aiming at converging viewpoints on regional and global issues; 

5. Request APA Member Parliaments to identify and describe their priority desirable topics for receiving training, as well their capabilities to offer training and best practices, and share them with other Parliaments, through the APA Secretariat, in order to organize training programs including training and workshops on exchanging best practices and learning from each other;

6. Decide to form working groups from interested and volunteer Member Parliaments to focus on the following issue areas in order to come up with thematic and substantive reports, as well as practical plans of action, for the implementation of the APA decisions and resolutions:

· APA Parliamentary Initiatives for Combating Terrorism

-    Sharing Parliamentary Skills and Best Practices

-  Exploring Areas for Cooperation between APA and Private Sector Institutions on issues of Mutual Interest

7.   Request the Secretary-General to expand the scope of its contacts and communications with inter-governmental as well as non-governmental organizations who work on issues relevant to the items on the APA agenda in order to facilitate further interaction and joint efforts on common grounds with a view to enhancing cooperation between Asian Parliaments and Governments and report thereon to the next session of the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs and the Executive Council;

8.  Request the Secretary General to seek the views of all APA Member Parliaments and report to the Executive Council on feasible initiatives for cooperation between APA and active inter-parliamentary and inter-governmental organizations in Asia; 
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