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Asian Parliamentary Assembly
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We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA Resolution, APA/Res/2010/3, APA/Res/ 2009/04, and APA/ Res/2013/06;
Stressing that global networking provides opportunities for Member Parliaments to share views and harmonize their collective efforts in coping with effects of globalization in Asia;

Concerned with negative impact of globalization on widening the gap between the rich and the poor in Asia, and the further marginalization of developing countries in the world;

Recognizing the fact that today Asia encompasses the biggest market in the world, the highest number of population; the largest amount of foreign currency reserves; and dynamic economic growth; 

Emphasizing the principle of free flow of information, easy communication, and access to new technologies at national, regional and global levels;

Underlining the fundamental role of information technology as an indispensible factor in all areas of national; regional, and global development;  

Call Upon APA Member Parliaments to initiate, through an ad-hoc working group or otherwise, a common legislation aiming at minimizing and bridging the digital divide among Asian countries;

Call Upon APA Member Parliaments to volunteer for providing knowledge and know-how, technical assistance, financial support, human resources; and other sorts of assistance in creating a “Virtual Asian Parliament” based on the report by the APA Secretary General on the subject matter in order to enhance collaboration and interaction among parliaments and parliamentarians in Asia and as a prelude to establishing a model Asian parliament;

Call Upon APA Member Parliaments to support vocational and knowledge-based education in Asia in order to enhance people’s life-skills and competitiveness in coping with the challenges of globalization;

Urge APA Member Parliaments to share best practices and exchange experiences with a view to inspiring a common Asian approach toward globalization through holding special workshops and forums among Asian Parliaments;
Promote the initiative of a common legislation among Member Parliaments on bridging the Digital Divide in Asia, and call on the ad-hoc working group on ICT to take appropriate steps for preparing a framework for such legislation;
Request the Secretary General to obtain data and information from APA Member Parliaments, as well as governments and international governmental and non-governmental organizations in Asia, to share their experience and best practices pertaining to their individual and collective efforts in dealing with the challenges and opportunities of globalization based on Asian norms and values;
Request the Secretary-General to seek possible technical and financial assistance from Member Parliaments and other institutions to facilitate the implementation of this resolution and prepare a report with comprehensive approach on how Asia should cope with the challenges and opportunities of globalization.
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