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The Second  Session of the Working Group on Statutory Document of the Asian Parliamentary 

Assembly (APA) was held on 11 July 2023 in Teheran, Islamic Republic of Iran. 

 

The Meeting was hosted and chaired by Islamic Parliament of Iran and parliamentary 

delegations from Bahrain, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Palestine, Russia and Turkiye participated in the 

Meeting as members of the Working Group and delegations from Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, 

China, Cyprus, India, Indonesia, Lebanon, Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, UAE and 

Vietnam participated at this meeting in their capacity of “interested countries”. (Attachment I) 

 

 1. Adoption of the Agenda 

The Members of the APA Working Group on Statutory Documents adopted the Draft Agenda 

of its Second  Session. The Agenda of the Working Group is attached. (Attachment II) 

2. Remarks by Chairperson  

 H.E. Dr. ALIZADEH, Head of APA Parliamentary Group of Iran presented his  opening 

remarks.  

 

3. Remarks by APA Secretary General on APA Revitalization 

SG presented his remarks “ on How APA can be made More Effective? by  Introducing   

Parliamentary Diplomacy as a Complimentary Diplomacy.” He emphasized :  

-APA is the Unique institutional voice of the parliaments in Asia  and  intended to bring the 

direction of parliaments across the continent more closer, while being fully aware that this 

could be a tough task based on the extremely diverse cultures and differing outlooks in this 

world’s largest continent. 

- In spite of the differences in the systems of governments and the status of parliaments in each 

country, there are nonetheless reliable common denominators among Asian countries that 

witness to the existence of a solid base for cooperation. 
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-The track record of the APA programs during the past 16 years indicate that we have still a 

long way ahead. International developments intertwined with dynamic organization activities 

leave us no choice but to face the new challenges and try to move more effectively forward. 

-This vision pursued by APA member parliaments from both structural and substantive angles  

during the recent years.  

-The main idea behind the establishment of the Working Group on Statutory Documents in 

October 2019 in Rize, Turkiye  was an initial step to make a thorough survey of the current 

structure of the APA in order to work out an inclusive plan aimed at encouraging further 

contribution of all its members to give an impetus to parliamentary cooperation.  

-This  strategy was touched on comprehensively by the APA Term President during the 13th 

APA Plenary in January 2023 in Antalya, Turkiye and APA member Parliaments were called 

on to take due note of it. 

-In this vein, the APA activities, and the role that the member parliaments can play as well as 

the heavy burden that is shouldered by the APA Secretariat, need to be noted..  

-To do this, APA must provide a blueprint/road map for the enhancement of its functional 

capacity with the aim of covering the objectives enshrined in its Charter. 

-SG concluded that the Secretariat in order to fulfil its mandate entrusted to it, is going to report 

the sum up of this meeting to the Executive council in order to peruse the matter in future and 

obtains guide lines.  (Attachment III) 

4. General Debates on the Institutional Steps for APA Effectiveness 

The following delegations made remarks under this Agenda item: 

Indonesia, Turkiye, UAE, Pakistan, Syria, China, India, Iraq, Bangladesh, Saudi Arabia, 

Lebanon, Bahrain, Palestine. 

The necessity of addressing the revitalization and capacity building issues of APA were 

emphasized by: Bangladesh, Indonesia, Turkiye, Pakistan, China and India. 

Delegations of UAE, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and Lebanon continued addressing the 

topics under consideration of the morning session. They stressed that debating on Structural 

as well as Revitalization issues of APA would leave us nowhere. Bahrain questioned the 

reason why the Agenda of the meeting had changed without prior notice and did not address 

the “revisiting of the Statutory Documents” in its second session of this Working Group. 

APA Secretary General responded that during past two months we have distributed several 

reports and background briefing papers to all member parliaments stressing the importance 

of addressing “ Institutional Steps for APA Effectiveness”  during the second session of 

this Working Group. The Secretariat received no response whatsoever. (Attachment IV) 
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The Chair concluded that the APA Secretariat is tasked to prepare a report on the variety 

of views expressed in this meeting and circulate it to all member parliaments in due time 

in order to reach an effective approach of addressing the APA issues. 

5. Adoption of the Final Report 

The Chairman stated that the final report of the meeting will be prepared and sent to all 

participants by APA Secretariat in few days ahead.  

6. Any other mater 

 The delegation of Azerbaijan invited all delegations to participate at the upcoming 

Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs in Baku in September.  

 The SG reminded delegation that the meeting of the Standing Committee on Political 

Affairs will be held in Bagdad, Iraq in October and the First Executive Council Meeting 

will be held in Turkiye at the end of the year 2023.  
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Attachment I 

 

Asian Parliamentary Assembly 

 

Standing Committee on 
Budget and Planning / 

Working Group on Statutory 
Documents 

Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran 
9 - 12 July 2023 

 

List of Participants 
Participating members: 

Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, China, Cyprus, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Lebanon, Pakistan, 

Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Russia, Syria, Turkiye, UAE, Vietnam, Arab Parliament, APA Secretariat. 

 

No Country First Name Last Name Position Head of 
Delegation 

1 Azerbaijan Mr. Ilham Mammadov Member of the delegation  ✓ 

2 Azerbaijan Mr. Mir Kamal Ali-Zada Staff of the delegation   

3 Bahrain Mr. Ahmed    alsaloom Member of Parliament ✓ 

4 Bahrain Dr. Abdulaziz Abul Member of Parliament   

5 Bahrain Ms. Maryam Alsaegh Member of Parliament   

6 Bahrain Ms. Sara Jawzi Acting head of secretary 
general affairs 

  

7 Bahrain Mr. Mohamed Bin Daina senior Parliamentary 
relations development 
specialist 

  

8 Bangladesh Mr. A S M Feroz Hon'ble Chairman of the 
Parliamentary Committee 
on Public Undertakings, MP 

✓ 

9 Bangladesh Mr. Md Rustum 
Ali  

Faraji Hon'ble Chairman of the 
Parliamentary Committee on 
Public Accounts, MP 

  

10 Bangladesh Mr. Md Sabbir Mahmud Senior Assistant Secretary   

11 China Mr. Fuli Chen Member of the Agriculture 
and Rural Affairs Committee 
of the National People’s 
Congress of China 

✓ 

12 China Ms. Dan Wu Staff of the Foreign Affairs 
Bureau of the General Office 
of the Standing Committee 
of the National People’s 
Congress of China 
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13 China Ms. Mengyuan Qi Staff of the Foreign Affairs 
Bureau of the General Office 
of the Standing Committee 
of the National People’s 
Congress of China 

  

14 China Ms. QINGWEI HAO Attache of the Embassy of 
China in the Islamic Republic 
of Iran 

  

15 Cyprus Mr. NICOLAOS TORNARITIS Member of Parliament and 
Head of the Delegation 

✓ 

16 Cyprus Mr. GEORGE LOUCAIDES Member of Parliament   

17 Cyprus Ms. Avgousta CHRISTOU Secretary to Delegation   

18 India Mr. Jagdambika  Pal Member of Parliament, 
Head of Delegation 

✓ 

19 India  Mrs. Snehlata Pal Pal  Spouse of Head of the 
Delegation 

  

20 India Mr. YOGENDRA SINGH DEPUTY SECRETARY ( 
Accompanying Officer) 

  

21 Indonesia Dr.Fadli Zon Chair of Committee for 
Inter-Parliamentary 
Cooperation 

✓ 

22 Indonesia Mr. Putu 
Supadma 

Rudana Vice Chair of Committee for 
Inter Parliamentary 
Cooperation 

Deputy 
Head of 
Delegation 

23 Indonesia Mr. Hugua Hugua Member of Committee of 
Inter-Parliamentary 
Cooperation 

  

24 Indonesia Mr. Fadhlullah Fadhlullah Member of Committee of 
Inter-Parliamentary 
Cooperation 

  

25 Indonesia Dr. Jazuli Juwaini Member of Committee of 
Inter-Parliamentary 
Cooperation 

  

26 Indonesia Mr. Rojih Rojih Member of Committee of 
Inter-Parliamentary 
Cooperation 

  

27 Indonesia Mr. Insan Abdirrohman Secretary to Delegation   

28 Indonesia Mr. Sigit Fitriyanto Assistant Secretary to 
Delegation 

  

29 Indonesia Mr. Isep Parid Yahya Advisor   

30 Indonesia Mr. Nadhen Ivan Media   

31 Indonesia Mr. Yanuar Arif Wibowo Expert Staff of Hon. Mr. 
Jazuli 

  

32 Indonesia Mrs. Khodijah Abdulloh 
Kafabih 

Spouse of Hon. Mr. Rojih   

33 Indonesia Mr. Ronny 
Prasetyo 

Yuliantro Indonesian Ambassador to 
Tehran 

Indonesian 
Embassy  

34 Indonesia Ms. ـJoevi Roedyati   Indonesian 
Embassy  
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35 Indonesia Ms. Agnes Okvanni   Indonesian 
Embassy  

36 Indonesia Mr. Audi Muhammad   Indonesian 
Embassy  

37 Iran Mr. Ali  Alizadeh Member of Parliament, 
Chairperson of the APA 
Group and HEAD OF 
DELEGATION, Islamic 
Parliament of Iran 

✓ 

38 Iran Ms. Masumeh  Pashaei Bahram Member of Parliament   

39 Iran Mr. Mohammad 
Mehdi  

Zahedi Member of Parliament   

40 Iran Mr. Gholamreza  Nouri Ghezeljeh Member of Parliament   

41 Iran Mr. Jalil  Rahimi 
Jahanabadi 

Member of Parliament   

42 Iraq Mr. Haider M. 
Habeeb Majeed 

Al-Selami MP ✓ 

43 Iraq Mr. Muthanna 
Ameen Nader 

Nader MP   

44 Iraq Mr. KAREEM  GAHOOSH MP   

45 Iraq Mr. Adnan 
Abdulhussein 
Salman 

Omairi Staff   

46 Kuwait Mr. HAMAD ALMATAR HEAD of DELEGATION ✓ 

47 Kuwait Mr. ABDULAZIZ NASRALLAH Senior specialist   

48 Kuwait Mr. SAUD ALRAQAM Political Science professional   

49 Lebanon ي           هاشم قاسم
 ✓ نائب لبنان 

50 Lebanon    ي   ضاهر عدنان
ن عام مجلس النواب اللبنانن    أمي 

51 Pakistan Mr. Saifullah Abro Member Senate of Pakistan ✓ 

52 Pakistan Mr. Syed Hasnain Haider     

53 Palestine  Mr. Ali Faysal Deputy Speaker of the 
Palestinian National Council 

✓ 

54 Palestine  Ms. Salam Alzawawi Ambassador of the State of 
Palestine in Tehran 

  

55 Palestine  Mr. Mohammed Jhair First Counsellor, Embassy of 
the State of Palestine, 
Tehran 

  

56 Qatar HE Mr. Mohd bin 
Fahad 

Al-Mesallam Member of Parliament ✓ 

57 Qatar HE Mr. Ahmad bin 
Hitmi 

AL-Hitmi Member of Parliament   

58 Qatar Mr. AHMAD ALNOUBI Senior International Affairs 
Specialist 

  

59 Saudi Arabia Mr. Hani  Khashoggi Member of Parliament ✓ 

60 Saudi Arabia Mr. Fares Alosaimi Member of Parliament   

61 Saudi Arabia Mr. Fahad Aldughaither Parliamentary Advisor    

62 Saudi Arabia Mr. Abdulilah Almuhanna Protocol Officer   

63 Russia Mr. PETR TOLSTOY Member of Parliament ✓ 
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64 Russia Mr. LEONID SLUTSKIY Member of Parliament   

65 Russia Mr. ALEKSANDR REMEZKOV Member of Parliament   

66 Russia Mr. ILYA GAMBASHIDZE STAFF   

67 Russia Mr. AZER NAJAFOV INTERPRETER   

68 Russia Mr. ELNUR HUSEYNOV INTERPRETER   

69 Syria Mr. MOHAMAD AL ASAAD Member of Parliament ✓ 

70 Syria Mr. MHD. AMIN ALRAJA Member of Parliament   

71 Syria Mr. MUSTAFA ALMAROUF Member of Parliament   

72 Syria Mr. MHD. GHIATH JAWISH STAFF   

73 Turkiye Mr. Abdulkadir 
Emin  

ÖNEN HEAD OF THE DELEGATION, 
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

✓ 

74 Turkiye Mr. Ömer  ÖZMEN MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT   

75 Turkiye Mr. Vecdi  GÜNDOĞDU MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT   

76 Turkiye Mr. Mücahit  ARSLAN Vice-Director of the External 
Relations and Protocol 
Department 

  

77 Turkiye Mr. Rezak  TAVLI Expert External Relations 
and Protocol Department 

  

78 Turkiye Mr. Murat  HASTÜRK Senior Officer External 
Relations and Protocol 
Department 

  

79 UAE H.E. DR. NEDAL ALTENEIJI Member of Parliament ✓ 

80 UAE Ms. HAMDA ALBLOOSHI STAFF   

81 Vietnam  TUAN LE ANH   ✓ 

82 Vietnam  TOAN NGUYEN HUU     

83 Vietnam  HAI YEN NGUYEN THI     

84 Arab 
Parliament 

Mr. Adel Alasoomi President of the Arab 
Parliament  

✓ 

85 Arab Parliament Mr. Mohamed                          Alnamer     

86 APA Secretariat Mr. Mohammad 
Reza 

MAJIDI APA Secretary General ✓ 

87 APA Secretariat Mr. Kia TABATABAEE Deputy Secretary General of 
APA   

  

88 APA Secretariat Mr. Mehdi GHASHGHAVI  Executive Deputy of 
Secretariat 

  

89 APA Secretariat Mr. Mehdi MOLLAHOSSEINI APA Senior Expert    

90 APA Secretariat Mr. Javad HASHEMI APA Director of International 
Affairs 

  

91 APA Secretariat Mr. Saeed  SOHRABINIA APA Director of Information 
Technology 
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Attachment II 

 

Asian Parliamentary Assembly 

 

APA Working Group on  
Statutory Document 

(Second Session) 

 

Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran 
9 - 12 July 2023 

 

Draft Agenda 
 

1. Adoption of the Agenda  

2. Remarks by Chairperson  

3. Remarks by APA Secretary General on APA Revitalization  

4. General Debates on the Institutional Steps for APA 

Effectiveness  

5. Adoption of the Final Report  

6. Any other Matters. 
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Attachment III 
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Attachment IV 

Speech of Indonesia 
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Speech of Pakistan
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Speech of Turkiye 

Statement by H.E. Mr. Ömer ÖZMEN, Member of the Turkish Delegation 

to the APA, in the Meeting of the 2nd Sessison of the Working Group on 

Statutory Documents 

Honourable Secretary-General, 

Distinguished Chairman, 

Dear Delegates, 

Please allow me to thank the Islamic Consultative Parliament of Iran, His Excellency Mr. 

Alizadeh, Representative of the Vice-President of the APA and Chairman of this meeting of 

the Working Group, for undertaking the role of holding the meeting and for their kind 

hospitality. I would also like to thank all participants and the APA Secretariat for their 

contribution to the meeting. 

As you may know, the Working Group was established in the meeting of the Executive Council 

in Rize, Türkiye, in October 2019. The reason behind this effort was to update and amend the 

APA Statutory Documents, with the intention to turn the APA into a more robust and efficient 

platform for parliamentary diplomacy in Asia and render its all bodies to work properly.  

However, today we have seen that there is no specific progress made to this end since then, 

despite the fact that the Member Parliaments of the Working Group and voluntary participants 

had the opportunity to do so during the First Session of the Working Group hosted by the 

Turkish Parliament, in Ürgüp, in October 2021. I think the main problem was that the long 

debates by the Parliamentarians on each article stalled the process, and I am afraid, this problem 

will arise again and again if we keep following the same method.  

Dear Colleagues, 

Now that the main objective behind this meeting is to put forward ideas to take institutional 

steps to enhance the efficiency and organizational capacity as well as revitalization of the APA 

in light of the viewpoints made by His Excellency Professor Mustafa ŞENTOP, the then-APA 

President, during his inaugural address to the 13th APA Plenary Session in Antalya, Türkiye, 

in January 2023. I would like to suggest a new method to finalize the work on the APA statutory 

documents.  

First of all, we should give up revising and amending the APA Charter and the Rules of 

Procedure through submission of amendments by Member Parliaments and debates on 

amendments by Parliamentarians. Because with this method it is highly likely to reach a dead 

end as we have witnessed in the case before us. Instead, I propose to establish a working group 

composed of experts, not parliamentarians. And then this group shall prepare thoroughly new 

and comprehensive documents without focusing on revising and amending the existing 

documents. The Secretariat shall inform all Member Parliaments as soon as possible and ask 

them if they would like to assign any expert to take part in the preparation of the documents as 

part of the working group. 
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Secondly, subsequent to the preparation of the statutory documents by the said working group, 

the political dimension shall intervene in the process, for example, by holding a meeting of the 

Executive Council comprised of the heads of the delegations from all Member Countries. The 

Secretariat shall disseminate the documents to all Member Parliaments in a reasonable time 

before the meeting of the Executive Council for their considerations.  

Following the meeting of the Executive Council, an APA Summit of Speakers of Parliaments 

may be held for the final consultations before referring the documents to the Plenary for 

approval or the Executive Council can refer the documents directly to the Plenary for approval. 

I think this will be the most practical and fruitful method to follow. 

Thank you for your attention. 
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Speech of Vietnam
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Speech of India
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