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The first meeting of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly Committee on Palestine was
held on January 10, 2024 in Tehran, the capital of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
Parliamentary delegations from following member countries participated in the
meeting:

Azerbaijan, Bahrain, China, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Lebanon, Malaysia,
Pakistan, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Tajikistan, Turkiye and UAE.
Consultative Assembly of Oman, Arab Parliament and the PUIC, Participated at this
meeting as Observer. (Attachment ).

Inaugural Ceremony:

The following dignitaries presented their statements and remarks at the opening
session:

H.E. Mr. MAJIDI, Secretary General of the APA

H.E. Mr. GHALIBAF, Speaker of the Islamic Parliament of Iran

H.E. Mr. ALI FAYSAL, Deputy Speaker of the Palestinian National Council
H.E. Mr. MOHSEN ALI AKBAR NAMDAR AL-MANDALAWI, Speaker of
the Iragi Council of Representatives

H.E. Mr. HAMMOUDA SABBAGH, Speaker of the People's Assembly of Syria
o H.E. Mr. ADEL AL ASOOMI, President of the Arab Parliament

o H.E. Mr. ilyas Topsakal, Representative of APA President, Tirkiye

o O O O

O

(Attachment 11)

Meeting of the Committee on Palestine
1. Adoption of the Agenda:

The Member Parliaments adopted the Draft Agenda of the Committee on Palestine
unanimously. Agenda and Program of Work are attached (Attachment I11)




2. Election of the Bureau:
The following members of the Bureau were unanimously elected by acclamation:
- Chairman: H.E. Mr. Ali Faysal, Deputy Speaker of the Palestinian National Council

- Vice Chairman: H.E. Mr. Mohammad Mehdi Zahedi Head of the APA Group of the
Islamic Parliament of Iran

3. Remarks by Chairperson
The chairperson made his remarks during the opening session.
4. Remarks by Secretary General

The Secretary General made his remarks during the opening session. The main topics
of his statement which was delivered in Arabic are as follows:

- Unfortunately, it is about one hundred days that Gaza is under the heavy
bombardment of the Zionists criminals with the unprecedented support of its western
supporters. During these days, the international community, which is the majority of
the nations of the world, was witnessing the hostage taking of international institutions,
especially the United Nations, with the undemocratic right of veto and despite the
global uprising in support of Palestinian women and children, no effort was made to
stop the crimes against humanity of the Israeli apartheid regime.

- The recent establishment of the Committee on Palestine by APA atits
Executive Council meeting in Antalya, Turkiye, reaffirms APA steadfast commitment
and unwavering support for the Palestinian people in their endeavour to establish an
independent state with Al-Quds as its capital. Since 2007, APA has constantly affirmed
the legitimate right of the Palestinian people to use all available means to fight for and
establish an independent state with full United Nations membership.

-At this meeting we should focus on coordinate efforts to secure a lasting ceasefire an
iImmediate halt to the war crimes, facilitating the delivery of humanitarian aid to
besieged population in Gaza, establishing a fund for the reconstruction of cities
devastated by the Zionist entity, advocate for the removal of the Zionist Knesset’s
membership from the IPU and urge the International Criminal Court to address war
crimes committed by Zionist war criminals.

5. General Debate:
The Following Member Parliaments made intervention during the General Debate:

Bahrain, China, Indonesia, Iran, Kuwait, Lebanon, Malaysia, Pakistan, Palestine, Saudi
Arabia,



These topics underlined in the statements of the majority of the countries:

- The Israeli regime’s aggression against the Palestinian people resulting in at least the
massacre of twenty-one thousand civilians among them around fifteen thousand
women and children and the widespread destruction of Gaza and all its critical
infrastructure.

- The Israeli regime while committing these war crimes and atrocities, has deliberately
opposed any perspective for an immediate ceasefire and opening of new corridors for
humanitarian assistance to the people of Gaza and all other parts of the Occupied
Palestinian Territories. We share the deep concern that the flames of these evil actions
of the Israeli regime will go beyond the borders of the occupied Palestine and due to
the current dire situation in Palestine, the entire West Asian region will face a very
serious challenge with dangerous consequences for world peace and security.

- They called for an immediate stop of the Israeli aggression and quick lift of the siege
on Gaza to bring in medical, food, life supplies and fuels to the needy Palestinian
civilians considering the coming winter

- Several delegations condemn also the American partnership in the aggression, war
crimes, Genocide, and crimes against humanity against the Gaza Strip, whether through
direct participation in supplying the Israeli enemy with the latest products produced by
the American war machine or through protecting it and covering up its crimes in
international fora.

- They Called on international human rights and legal organizations and institutions,
especially the International Criminal Court, to take action on the war crimes, Genocide,
and crimes against humanity committed by the Israeli regime in the Gaza Strip, and to
punish the Israeli Zionist regime for committing them.

- They also called for the support for the establishment of a Palestinian State in all
Occupied Palestinian Territories with Al-Ghods as its eternal Capital, full membership
of the State of Palestine in the United Nations and establishment of a special fund for
the reconstruction of the cities destroyed by the Zionist war criminals.

- Several delegations in their interventions strongly condemned the recent terrorist
attack in the city of Kerman, Iran, and expressed their deep condolences to the bereaved
families and people and the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran and called for
those responsible, to be held accountable for the deadly blasts. (Attachment V)

6. Consideration of the Final Communique

The "Final Communique on the Current Situation in Palestine" was considered and
adopted by unanimity. The final Communique is attached. (Attachment V)




7. Any other matters:
No issue was raised.
8.Closing

At the closing the Vice Chairman of the Committee H.E. Mr. Mohammad Mehdi
Zahedi Head of the APA Group of the Islamic Parliament of Iran made statement.

The Chairman of the Committee and several delegations thanked and appreciated H.E.
Mr. Ghalibaf, Speaker of the Islamic Parliament of Iran and APA Group of the
parliament of Iran for their commendable in organizing this important meeting.
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Azerbaijan, Bahrain, China, Indonesia, Iran, Irag, Kuwait, Lebanon, Malaysia, Pakistan, Palestine, Philippines,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Tajikistan, Turkiye, UAE, Oman, Arab Parliament, PUIC, APA Secretariat.

No | Country Name Title
1 | Azerbaijan Fazail IBRAHIMLI Deputy Speaker of the Milli Majlis of the
Republic of Azerbaijan, Head of
delegation
2 | Azerbaijan Nurlan ASADOV Staff
3 | Bahrain Head of Committee on Foreign Affairs,
H.E Abdullah Alrumaihi Defense and National Security
4 | Bahrain Mr. Mahmeed Almahmeed Media Advis.or - Council of
Representatives
5 | China WEI LI Head of delegation
6 | China HUIBING WEN Staff
7 | China YONGMEI JIA Staff
8 | China ZELIN WANG Staff
9 | China TONGYANG DI Staff
10 | China QINGWEI HAO Staff (Attache of the Chinese Embassy)
11 | Indonesia HON. DR. FADLI ZON Head of delegation
12 | Indonesia HON. MR. GILANG DHIELAFARAREZ Member of delegation
13 | Indonesia HON. MR. ACHMAD HAFISZ TOHIR Member of delegation
14 | Indonesia HON. DR. SYAHRUL AIDI MAAZAT Member of delegation
15 | Indonesia Ms. SITI NUR AIDAH Secretary to Delegation
16 | Indonesia Mr. TIDE AJI PRATAMA Expert Staff
17 | Iran H.E. Mr. Mohammad Bagher Speaker of the Parliament of Iran
Ghalibaf
18 | Iran Mr. Mohammad Mehdi Zahedi Member of Parliament
19 | Iran Mr. Gholamreza Nouri Ghezeljeh Member of Parliament
20 | Iran Mr. Jalil Rahimi Jahanabadi Member of Parliament
21 | Iraq H.E. Mr. MOHSEN ALI AKBAR Speaker of the Iraqi Council of
NAMDAR AL-MANDALAWI Representatives
22 | Kuwait HAMAD ALMATAR Head of delegation




23 | Kuwait SHUAIB QASEM Member of delegation
24 | Kuwait DAWAD MARAFI Member of delegation
25 | Kuwait ABDULAZIZ NASRALLAH Staff
26 | Kuwait SAUD ALRAQAM Staff
27 | Lebanon KASSEM HACHEM Head of delegation
28 | Lebanon HASSAN FADLALLAH Member of delegation
29 | Malaysia HONOURABLE DATO’ RAMLI | DEPUTY SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
MOHD NOR REPRESENTATIVES
30 | Malaysia HONOURABLE DR. MOHAMMED | MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF
TAUFIQ BIN JOHARI REPRESENTATIVES
31 | Malaysia DATIN ROZANA KAMAL SPOUSE TO THE DEPUTY SPEAKER OF
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
32 | Malaysia MR. AZRI NORFIKRI AZIZ PROTOCOL OFFICER
33 | Pakistan (National | Muhammad Ali Head of delegation
Assembly)
34 | Pakistan (Senate) | Atta ur Rahman Head of delegation
35 | Pakistan (Senate) Muhammad Salman Member of delegation
36 | Palestine Ali Faysal Deputy Speaker of the Palestinian
National Council
37 | Palestine Salam Alzawawi Ambassador, Embassy of the State of
Palestine
38 | Palestine Bashar Awad Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy of the
State of Palestine in Tehran
39 | Palestine Mohammed Jhair First Counsellor, Embassy of the State of
Palestine, Tehran
40 | Philippines Roberto G. Manalo's Ambassador
41 | Qatar H.E. Mr. Abdulla Jaber Lebdah Head of delegation
42 | Qatar HE Mr Mubarak bin Mohamed Al- Member of delegation
Kuwari
43 | Qatar Mr. Ahmad Alnobi Staff
44 | Saudi Arabia Fares Alosaimi Head of delegation
45 | Saudi Arabia Fahad Aldughaither Staff
46 | Syria H.E. Mr. HAMMOUDA SABBAGH Speaker of the People's Assembly of
Syria, Head of delegation
47 | Syria MOHSEN GHAZI Member of delegation
48 | Syria SAMER AL AYOUBI Member of delegation
49 | Syria AHMAD ALFARAJ Member of delegation
50 | Syria NAWRAS AL NABULSI Staff
51 | Syria AMMAR AOUN Staff
52 | Syria HISHAM YOUNES Staff
53 | Syria MHD. GHIATH JAWISH Staff
54 | Syria MAAN KHALOUF Staff
55 | Tajikistan FATTOHZODA SAIDMUROD SAMAD Head of delegation
56 | Tajikistan Okilzoda Najibullo Member of delegation
57 | Turkiye Omer OZMEN Head of delegation
58 | Turkiye Vecdi GUNDOGDU Member of Parliament
59 | Turkiye ilyas TOPSAKAL Member of Parliament




60 | Turkiye Elif Esra ONAL Chief of the Foreign Relations and
Protocol Department

61 | UAE HE. DR. ALI ALNUAIMI HE Head of delegation

62 | UAE H.E. AHMED KHOORI Member of delegation

63 | UAE H.E. MARWAN ALMHERI Member of delegation

64 | UAE IBRAHIM ALZAABI CHIEF SPICALIST INTERANATIONAL
RELATIONS

65 | UAE SAEED ALMHEIRI CHIEF ADMINISTRATOR CERERMONIES-
PROTOCOL

66 | UAE FAHAD ALSHEHHI PHOTOGRAPHER

67 | APA Secretariat Mr. Mohammad Reza MAIJIDI APA Secretary General

68 | APA Secretariat Mr. Kia TABATABAEE Deputy Secretary General of APA

69 | APA Secretariat Mr. Mehdi GHASHGHAVI Executive Deputy of Secretariat

70 | APA Secretariat Mr. Mehdi MOLLAHOSSEINI APA Senior Expert

71

APA Secretariat

Mr. Saeed SOHRABINIA

APA Director of Information Technology

72

Oman

73

Arab Parliament

H.E. Mr. ADEL AL ASOOMI

President of the Arab Parliament

74

PUIC
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Remarks by H.E. Dr. Mohammad Reza Majidi
Secretary General of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly

Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished Delegates,
Dear Colleagues,

It is with great pleasure and honour to address you at the inaugural meeting of the
Palestine Committee in Tehran, the capital of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

I would like to seize this opportunity to extend, on behalf of myself, the
Secretariat staff, and all participating delegations, our profound and heartfelt gratitude
to H.E. Dr. Ghalibaf, Speaker of the Islamic Parliament of Iran, and the APA Group of
the Islamic Parliament of Iran. Their efforts as vice-chair of the Committee on
Palestine, in organizing this important meeting are highly commendable.

We are equally honoured and privileged to have the H.E. Mr. Ali Faysal, Vice
President of the Palestinian National Council, presiding as chairman over the first
meeting of the APA Committee on Palestine.
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Speech delivered by Dr. Ghalibaf,
Hon. Speaker of the Islamic Parliament of Iran

in the first meeting of the Palestine Permanent Committee of
the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA)

Tehran, 10" January 2024

Dear Dr. Majidi, Secretary General of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly
Honorable Mr. Hamid Sabbagh, Speaker of the Syrian Parliament
Honorable Mr. Al-Mandalawi, Speaker of the Iraqi Parliament
Honorable Mr. Al-Asoomi, Speaker of the Arab Parliament

Honorable heads of parliamentary delegations

Dear representatives and guests

Excellencies ambassadors of Asian and Islamic countries and heads of international
agencies residing in Tehran

Dear ladies and gentlemen;

First of all, I would like to express my pleasure to be among my colleagues from
Asian countries in the first meeting of the Palestine Committee. Here, I must appreciate
the efforts of the parliaments of Asian countries to form the Palestine Committee in
this sensitive situation. I need to thank Dr. Majidi and his colleagues at the APA
secretariat for making necessary arrangements for holding this meeting. Also, I would
like to thank each and every member of the delegations and parliaments for accepting
our invitation and for their presence in Tehran and for their attention to the issues and
problems of the suffering people of Palestine.

Dear colleagues;

Today, the issue of Gaza is the most important issue in Asia and the world. Gaza
is a test for humanity to test its conscience. The situation that prevails in occupied
Palestine today is both a clear example of regional and international insecurity and a
clear manifestation of crime and genocide. The issue of Palestine and the 75-year
occupation of an ancient land and the displacement of the majority of its native
inhabitants and the suppression and humiliation of the remaining population in Gaza
and the West Bank is not just a Palestinian—Israeli issue. The issue of Palestine is the
issue of humanity and the entire international community. Therefore, all countries and
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individual human beings have a responsibility to end this inhumane and shameful
situation. We are facing a real holocaust in Gaza now. There is not a day that we don't
witness this regime's massive attack on civilian centers such as schools, residential
complexes, mosques, churches and even hospitals. During the last 3 months, the Israeli
regime has massacred more than 23,000 Palestinians, 70% of whom are women and
children. It is very unfortunate that in the face of such a large amount of bombing,
destruction, genocide, war crimes and violations of all principles of humanitarian
rights, the so-called western civilized world has remained silent and passive, and in
this case, the heavy shadow of modern ignorance is clearly visible. In recent years and
decades, unfortunately, the international community and legal and human rights
institutions have turned a blind eye on the continuation of 75 years of occupation,
colonization and exploitation of Palestine by foreigners of European and American
descent and the commission of a multitude of war crimes and crimes against humanity
by the child-killing regime, and, in return, they have expected self-restraint and
acceptance of the conditions of occupation by the Palestinian people. What is
happening in occupied Palestine and especially in Gaza is a cause of deep concern,
regret and shame for the human race. The crimes that are taking place are a double
injustice to a nation that has been deprived of all the components of human rights and
human dignity; No conscientious person and no responsible government can be
indifferent to the heinous crimes taking place and their very dangerous effects and
consequences on the peace and security of the region.

Esteemed audience,

Article 1 of the United Nations Charter emphasizes the right of nations to self-
determination. By taking illegal occupation of Palestinian lands and transferring its
population to the occupied lands, the Zionist regime has grossly violated the right to
self-determination of the Palestinian people. Based on this, the resistance of the
Palestinian people against the occupation and the gross and continuous violation of
their human rights, in the true sense of the word, is their "legitimate and legal defense"
against oppression, aggression and violation. The right to legitimate defense is an
inherent right belonging to the Palestinian nation against the occupation and aggression
of the fake regime; the Palestinians as a nation that have been unjustly deprived of the
fundamental right to self-determination and have been exposed to human rights
violations and human dignity violations at any moment. This is a right that the
Palestinian nation does not need to obtain permission or orders from any other party to
exercise, and with the benefit of complete independence and maturity, which is the
product of decades of struggle and enduring the most severe hardships, the Palestinian
nation has the right to decide on the quality of self-defense and how to exercise it.
Misleading projections do not change the fact that Al-Agsa Storm operation was a
symbol of the spontaneous and natural movement of the Palestinian people to defend
their inherent rights and human dignity and an inevitable reaction against the occupiers’
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endless cruelty and aggression against the innocent people of Palestine. Those who
seek to legitimize the Zionist regime must answer this question that “in which legal
school does the continuation of an occupation lead to its legitimacy?”” According to any
legal principle, the continuation of the occupation does not legitimize the occupation
and does not create the right of ownership for the occupier, even if 75 years have
passed!

Dear MPs,

Today, the appropriate expectation and demand of the defenseless Palestinian
nation and also that of the public opinions of the world is to take a step further against
the crimes of the occupying and barbaric Israel and not to be satisfied with merely
taking a stand and condemning this regime and to take operational measures. At the
current time, what can effectively contain Israel's crimes is operational measures such
as cutting off or reducing the level of political and economic relations with the Zionist
regime, embargoing the oil and goods of the regime, recognizing the right of the
Palestinian nation to defend itself and trying to liberate the occupied territories, as well
as recognizing the Israeli regime as a terrorist regime and its army as a terrorist
organization, and the establishment of a special international mission to deal with
Israeli crimes before international courts. At this stage, there are 4 basic priorities that
should be placed on the agenda of our governments: "immediate, complete and
permanent cessation of attacks", "facilitating, accelerating and increasing the sending
of humanitarian aid to Gaza and opening a humanitarian corridor to transport the
wounded and sick persons outside of Gaza", "completely lifting the blockade of Gaza"
and "decisive opposition to forced migration". In addition, the reconstruction of Gaza
is considered a basic urgency after the war. All members of this institution are expected
to begin from now to make plans for the issue of Gaza reconstruction and collection of
financial, technical and logistical aid.

Dear colleagues;

The Islamic Republic of Iran once again points out the responsibility of the
supporters of the occupying side to put pressure on the Zionist regime and to stop its
criminal actions, including the attempt to commit genocide against the Palestinians and
to create major demographic changes in the face of occupied Palestine and the region,
and warns the supporters of this regime to prevent it from continuing its crimes as soon
as possible. This is the only possible way to prevent the spread of the crisis in the region
and beyond.

Dear guests;

The future of Palestine belongs to the Palestinian people, and no actor has the
right to make decisions for these people. Any political plan regarding the future of Gaza
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should be consulted with the people of this Strip. We believe that at this critical and
decisive moment, it is necessary to send a single, strong message to the aggressor
Zionist regime. This meeting should lead to the adoption of a unified position and
taking effective and coordinated steps to activate all the levers of pressure to
immediately stop the brutal attacks of the Zionist regime's bloodthirsty army on Gaza
by expressing disgust at the unbridled crimes committed by the Zionists in Gaza.

In conclusion, I declare that within the framework of common custom,
international law and UN resolutions, while recognizing the right of the Palestinian
people to resist the occupation, the Islamic Republic of Iran emphasizes on the
necessity of exercising the right to self-determination and forming a Palestinian state
with Noble Quds as its capital and the return of the refugees, calling for all countries
to put this issue on their urgent and serious agenda. The Islamic Republic of Iran’s
position in this regard is clear and principled. Our country's plan under the title of a
referendum by the Palestinian nation is based on the rules of international law and the
United Nations Charter, and it is the only fair solution to the Palestinian issue that has
been registered in the United Nations and can draw a promising future for the
Palestinians.

Wa-ssalamo alaikum wa rahmatollahi wa barakatoh
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ASYA PARLAMENTER ASAMBLESI (APA) TURK GRUBU UYESI SAYIN iLYAS
TOPSAKAL iCiN APA FiLiISTIN KOMITESi TOPLANTISI’NDA iSTiFADESI iCiN iSRAIL-
FILISTIN IHTILAFI KONULU HIiTAP KATKISI

(10 Ocak 2024, Tahran)

Mr. Chair,
Distingusihed colleagues,

Before | start, | express my condemnation of the terror attacks in Kirman province of
Iran that claimed more than a hundred lives. | also express my deep condolences to
the bereaved families of those who lost their lives in this terror attack and the
government and people of Islamic Republic of Iran.

| thank our Iranian colleagues for hosting this timely meeting about the Palestinian
cause as well.

As you know, during the Executive Council meeting of the APA held in Antalya on
November 26-29, 2023, it was decided to establish this committee and Tlirkiye was
one of the Members Country supports establishing Palestine Committee, so we are
very pleased to be here now.

| believe that our gathering today will offer an opportunity to contribute to our joint
efforts to end the bloodshed in Gaza.

Indeed, one of the greatest humanitarian disasters of recent history has been
unfolding before our eyes.

It is a shame that no civilian object, including hospitals, schools and even places of
worship, is spared by the Israeli forces. There is no safe place left for civilians, kids,

the sick or wounded.

Regrettably, the United Nations responsible to preserve peace in the world is
paralyzed for reasons we are all familiar with.

However, we cannot simply look on the war crimes committed by Israel in Gaza.

The West Bank is also nearing the boiling point because of the rampaging settler
violence.
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Therefore, we need to act in unity and speak with one voice against the Israeli
aggression.

Israeli officials who commit war crimes in Palestine must be held accountable before
law.

With that understanding, we support efforts on the legal front with the International
Court of Justice as well as with International Criminal Court.

Ignoring the root causes of today’s problems will not contribute to solution at all. The
root cause is definitely the ongoing, deepening occupation of the Palestinian territory
by Israel.

What needs to be done is crystal clear:

i) Immediate ceasefire must be declared.

i) Sustainable and unhindered flow of humanitarian assistance into Gaza must
be ensured.

iii) The parties must be brought together to negotiate a two-state solution based
on 1967 borders with East Jerusalem as the capital of the State of Palestine.

Turkiye will continue to stand with the righful cause of Palestine.

Meanwhile, we continue to do our utmost for healing the wounds of the Gazan
people.

So far, we sent some 3,600 tons of humanitarian assistance. Our aid included food
parcels, field hospitals, ambulances, medical supplies, equipment and medicine,
many generators and potable power supplies, drinking water, mobile kitchen and
shelter materials.

Besides, a total of 283 Palestinian patients and injured were brought to Turkiye for
treatment.

We also made additional contributions to the UN Palestine Refugee Relief and Works

Agency (UNRWA) within the scope of the Urgent Appeal of the UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).
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We all have to put our minds and hands together to help Palestinians achieve their
legitimate rights and objectives.

Lastly, initiatives to date have not yielded a lasting solution because Israel has not
delivered on its commitments. That's the reason why we put forward the idea of
guarantorship.

We remain ready to take responsibility in this regard once parties achieve a peace
deal.

Thank you.
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Attachment Il

Asian Parliamentary Assembly

The first APA meeting of the

Palestine Committee

Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran
10 January 2024

Draft Agenda

1- Adoption of Agenda

2- Election of Bureau

3- Remarks by Chairperson

4- Remarks by Secretary General

5- General Debate

6- Consideration of Final Communique
7- Any Other Matters

8- Closing

26



Asian Parliamentary Assembly

The first APA meeting of the
Palestine Committee

Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran
9 -11January 2024

Program of Work

10 January 2024

Opening Session

15:30-16:45 e National Anthem

e Recitation of the Holy Quran
e Opening Remarks by H.E. Mr. MAJIDI, Secretary General of the APA
e Statement by H.E. Mr. GHALIBAF, Speaker of the Islamic Parliament of Iran

e Statement by H.E. Mr. ALI FAYSAL, Deputy Speaker of the Palestinian National
Council

e Statement by H.E. Mr. MOHSEN ALI AKBAR NAMDAR AL-MANDALAWI, Speaker
of the Iragi Council of Representative

e Statement by H.E. Mr. HAMMOUDA SABBAGH, Speaker of the People's
Assembly of Syria

e Statement by Representative of APA President, Turkiye
e Statement by H.E. Mr. ADEL AL ASOOMI, President of the Arab Parliament

e Family Photo

Venue: Parsian Evin Hotel; Kooh-e- Noor Complex (2nd floor)

Meeting of the Committee on Palestine

16:45-18:00 e Adoption of the Agenda
e General Debate
e Adoption of Final Communique

Venue: Parsian Evin Hotel; Kooh-e- Noor Complex (2nd floor)

19:30 Dinner Banquet

Venue: Parsian Hotel Azadi, Zarrin Hall (M floor)
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Speech at the First APA meeting of Palestine Committee
Wei Li, MP, National People’s Congress of China
January 10, 2024, Tehran

7

First of all, I would like to thank the Iranian side for organizing
this meeting and niaking positive efforts to cool down the situation
in Gaza and avoid a wider humanitarian disaster. I also thank the
Iranian side for inviting the National People's Congress of China to
attend this meeting..

At present, the Palestinian-Israeli conflict has an affect on the
whole world. This round of conflict has lasted for three months,
causing enormous civilian cagualﬁes and a severe humanitarian
disaster. China is deeply sagdened by the condition. The UN
General Assembly and the Security Council have repeatedly adopted
relevant r_esolutions calling for an immediate humanitarian ceasefire
in Gaza. This is a strong call from the international community and
reflects the popular will of people all over the world. China believes
that the urgent and imperative task at present is an immediate
ceasefire and full implementation of relevant resolutions of the UN
General Assembly and the Security Council. It is necessary to take
more practical and effective actions to protect civilians, abide by

international humanitarian law, establish more humanitarian
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corridors, prevent wider humanitarian disasters, and achieve peace
and security in the region.

China has always been committed to promoting peace and
stability in Gaza and actively promoting peace talks. China has been
committed to pushing for a ceasefire, protecting civilians and
alleviating the humanitarian crisis. President Xi Jinping virtually
attended the Extraordinary Joint Meeting of BRICS Leaders and
Leaders of Invited BRICS Members on the Situation in the Middle
East with Particular Reference to Gaza and stated the pﬁncipled
position of China on Palestinev.question on multiple occasions.
Foreign Minister Wang Yi had in-depth discussions with dignitaries
from many cquntries and heads of international organizations, and
convened a high-level meeting of the Secu'rify Council on the
Palestinian-Israeli issue in New York. The Special envoy of the
Chinese Government on the Middle East issue visited countries in
the region and attended international conférences, giving full play
to his role in diplomatic mediation. As the rotating presidency of the
Security Council for Novembér, China hasr always taken the
Palestinian-Israeli conflict as the most pressing issue, pushed the
Security Council to adopt its first resolution sincé the outbreak of
the conflict, and submitted China's Position Paper on Resolving the

Palestinian-Israeli Conflict, so as to encourage the Security Council
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to build up momentum and take more actions.

China believes that humanitarianism is a basic value that must
be adhered to, and the protection of civilians in armed conflict is a
red line of international law that shouldn’t be broken. The lives of
Palestinians and Israelis are equally important. There should be no
double standards, and the humanitarian crisis in Gaza should be
stopped. China follows closely the humanitarian situation in the
Gaza Strip. We have provided 2 million USD of emergency
humanitarian assistance provided through the Palestinian National
Authority and U.N. agencies, and emergency humanitarian supplies
worth 15 million RMB, such as food and medicine, to the Gaza Strip
with the help of Egypt. During the UN Security Council High-Level
meeting on the Palestinian-Isreeli issue, we proposed to provide a
new batch of emergency humanitarian aid to Gaza. China will
continue to provide humanitarian aids within its capacity according
to the needs of the Gaza people.

The continuous escalation of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict
once again proves that the Palestinian issue cannot be ignored and
forgotten by the international community. China believes that any
arrangement concerning the future and destiny of .Palestine should
fully reflect the will of the Palestinian people, fully respect the right

to statehood and self-determination of the Palestinian people. The

(3]
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fundamental and only way out of the cycle of Palestinian-Israelj
conflict is to implement the "two-state solution", establish an
independent Palestinian state. Recently, China has maintained good
communication and coordination with many Asian countries,
including Iran, on the ‘Palestinian question and reached broad
consensus. China will continue to work with the international
community toward an early solution to the question of Palestine
that is comprehensive, just and sustainable.

Thank you.
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Asian Parliamentary
Assembly
The Flrst Meetmg of the

Tehran, Islamic Republic
of Iran
10 January 2024

STATEMENT OF THE INDONESIAN
DELEGATION
AT GENERAL DEBATE

~ ByDr.FadliZon

Excellency the Chairperson;
Excellencies Parliamentarians of the

APA;
Excellency Mohammad Reza Majidi,

APA Secretary General;
Ladies and Gentlemen.
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Assalamw’alaitkum Wr. Wb.
May the Peace and Blessing of Allah be
Upon All of You

Allow me at the outset, on behalf of t
of Representatives of the
Indonesia, to strongly c
heipeus attack in the” southeastern city of
Kerman which kifled and injured hundreds
including childfen and women.

House
epublic of
emn the recent

Please accept our heartfelt condolences to the
victims' families and our ghts are with the
Iranian people. further call for the
mastermind such violent action to be

D (M\L( 0{ Ao |mvmera- fwe;m-t,
It is my great pleasure to take part in this vital
gathering. Therefore, I am grateful to Islamic
Parliament of Islamic Republic of Iran for
hosting the meeting of the Palestine Committee
for first time. I am also grateful for the gracious
welcome and hospitality as well as the excellen
arrangements.

& e ASian fad ikt

Absentity (A1)
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In addition, I must offer my appreciation to the
Secretary General of APA and the staffs.

Distinguished Parliamentarians,

In my opinion, this meeting must focus on two
key matters. First, it is important to make our
newly established committee beneficial and
helpful. We wish the committee could come
with concrete actions in support of Palestinian
causes. It is because Palestine needs more
actions than anything.

In such regard, deliberations and insights
exchange exposed by all parliamentarians must
be addressed for substantial and technical
advancement of the committee.

To ensure our newly committee more effective
and helpful, let me put forward a number of

suggested points to be further examined:

1. The committee must work from a strong
vision and mission. Such perspective will
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help all members of the committee have
shared goals and make it easier in
generating decisions come with concrete
actions.

. The committee must has set specific goals
and targets with key performance
indicator. It will help the committee
observe its goals and targetsto be
specific, measurable, achievable, realistic
and time-bound.

. The committee must make a priority
scale. It allows the committee to assign
different levels of priority to its works. It
also provides a clear understanding of
which tasks require immediate action,
which can be postponed, and which are of
lesser importance.

. It is imperative for the Committee to

adopting advanced technology and
innovation that will help increase

36



efficiency and effectiveness in carrying its
tasks and activities.

5. The committee is expected to make
strong relationships with stakeholders
including peer intuitions such as IPU,
PUIC, and the Arab Parliament. Such
pace will expand the committee’s
outreach in support of Palestina.

Distinguished Parliamentarians,

Second key matter, let me remain all of you that
the current situation in Palestine including the
Gaza Strip is catastrophic. They are not just
under genocide. They are likely under
extinction in both people and land. Therefore,
the UN says thatGazais becoming
“uninhabitable.” Gaza has become a "place of
death and despair."

On the other words, Israeli barbaric attacks

have created appalling human suffering,
physical destruction and collective trauma for
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our defenseless Palestinian people. The
international community including APA
Member States has a responsibility to use all its
influence to prevent further escalation and end

this crisis.

Our brother in Gaza in particular and Palestine
in general really, for short term, need the
crystallization of an immediate humanitarian
ceasefire and safe and unhindered
humanitarian access.

I do hope our newly committee could play
concrete positive roles in support of Palestine
cause. In that sense, allow me to put forward
some suggestions that could be taken by the
committee in the nearest future as follows:

1. To draw up a special mission consists of
APA Member States aimed at visiting the
states whose borders with Palestine such
Egypt, Syria, and Jordan. Such mission is
expected to hold talks with Egyptian
authorities in terms of ensuring the
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unhindered humanitarian assistances to

Gaza.
. To make sure that APA Member States

unified in support of Palestine causes
especially at the Inter-Parliamentary
Union. During the 147t Assembly of the
IPU in Luanda, Angola, October 2023
Indonesia together with many Asian
countries submitted a draft resolution to
be included as the emergency item. At
that time the resolution met the biggest
support. However, the resolution has
failed to meet the needed votes in
accordance with the IPU rule. It was
because many Asian countries didn’t cast
their vote for the resolution.

. To consider the establishment of a fund
for the reconstruction of the Gaza. For
that regards, the committee could
collaborate with many stakeholders.

. To make or facilitate regular training and
workshop focuses on specific topics
especially related to development and
capacity building for Palestinian people.
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For this aim, the committee could benefit
from many Asian developed countries.

Finally, we really expect that our gathering here
could generate positive outcomes to contribute
to a better world. I fully believe that we can do
so as long as we are together, including to put
an end the unfolding Israeli war crime, without
any condition and delay.

I thank you.
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Respected Speakers and Honourable Members of APA Parliaments.
o Excellencies, Dignitaries, Distinguished Guests.

e Ladies and Gentlemen!

Asalam o Alaikum!

I am deeply motivated to address this 1% APA Meeting of Palestine Committee and
appreciate the timely efforts of the Islamic Parliament of Iran for convening this important
meeting. Let's hope our collective actions send a strong message to end Israeli aggression and find

a fair solution to the Palestinian issue.

I want to highlight' a simple truth: Freedom is a basic right that everyone deserves. The
people of Pakistan, our parliament, government, political parties, and armed forces stand firmly
with the brave Palestinians facing difficult times. Pakistan remains deeply concerned over the

ongoing campaign of brutality and large-scale massacre unleashed upon the Palestinian people.

One of the greatest concern facing the international community toady is the non-stop and
indiscriminate use of force by Israel against innocent civilians, particularly women and children,
in the Gaza Strip. The crimes against humanity in occupied Palestine are a haunting stain on the

conscience of humanity. We urgently call for a stop to these hostilities and a focus on bringing

peace.

Ladies and Gentlemen!

Our hearts ache for the people of Gaza, especially innocent women, and children, facing a
dire humanitarian situation because of the blockade by Israeli forces. It's a concerning situation
that needs immediate attention. Pakistan calls for holding Israel accountable for its grave violations
of human rights and its actions against international laws. As members of the Asian Parliamentary

Assembly (APA), we all should act togéthcr to stop this genocide of innocent Palestinians.
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I want to highlight the Baghdad Communique on Palestine passed during the APA Standing
Committee on Political Affairs meeting in Iraq, showing our continuous support for the people of
Palestine. It's a strong message to the world. We strongly condemn the aggression, bombings, and
displacements happening in Palestine. Pakistan support the just struggle of Palestinian people for

their own state and call for an investigation into the war crimes in Gaza.

Ladies and Gentlemen!

I bring to your attention that the Senate of Pakistan held an emergency session on Gaza
from 27" October to 1t November, 2023, passing a unanimous resolution strongly condemning
the Israeli atrocities against innocent Palestinians. Pakistan unequivocally supports oppressed
nations like Palestine and Kashmir and urges the international community, especially the UN, to
responsibly bring an end to violence. Most importantly, humanitarian assistance for Palestine is
critical and must be addressed urgently. The continuous use of force by Israel against innocent
Palestinians is making the humanitarian situation grim in Gaza and will lead to grave consequence
for regional peace. Therefore, as Members of the APA, we must intensity our effort to ensure the
provision of basic necessities like food, water, medicine, clothes, and shelter for affected people
in Gaza. We must call upon the UN Security Council to act immediately to end Israeli aggression,

provide humanitarian help, and lift the blockade on Palestine.

Ladies and Gentlemen!

Pakistan always believes in resolving issues through dialogue. We emphasize the right to
self-determination for people under foreign control for lasting peace. To ensure durable peace,
world must take concrete efforts for ending Israel’s occupation of .th-e Palestinian territories,
remove all illegal settlements, demand withdrawal of Israeli armed forces from territories occupied
since 1967; and called for the establishment of a viable, independent and contiguous Palestinian
State with pre-1967 borders along with Al-Quds Al-Sharif as its capital. We also express concern
about the situation in Indian illegally Occupied Jammu & Kashmir, calling for adherence to UN

resolutions.
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I hope that our meeting today will send a strong message to stop this aggression and to take

concrete steps for a just solution to the Palestinian issue.

Thank you!
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Attachment V

Asian Parliamentary Assembly

The first APA meeting of the
Palestine Committee

Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran
10 January 2024

Final Communique
on the Current Situation in Palestine

We the representatives and parliamentarians of the Asian Parliamentary
Assembly (APA Member Parliaments gathered in Tehran on 10 January 2024 in
the first meeting of the APA Committee on Palestine to discuss the current
situation in Palestine following the Israeli regime’s aggression against the
Palestinian people resulting in at least the massacre of twenty-one thousand
civilians among them around fifteen thousand women and children and the
widespread destruction of Gaza and all its critical infrastructure. The Israeli
regime while committing these war crimes and atrocities, has deliberately
opposed any perspective for an immediate ceasefire and opening of new corridors
for humanitarian assistance to the people of Gaza and all other parts of the
Occupied Palestinian Territories. We share the deep concern that the flames of
these evil actions of the Israeli regime will go beyond the borders of the occupied
Palestine and due to the current dire situation in Palestine, the entire West Asian
region will face a very serious challenge with dangerous consequences for world
peace and security. The meeting after discussing the ongoing barbaric crimes
committed by the Israeli regime against the Palestinian civilians in the Gaza Strip
and the West Bank, declares the following:

1. Condemn in strongest terms the Zionist aggression and the genocidal
war committed by the Israeli regime against the Palestinian people in Gaza
and the West Bank, and call for its immediate stop of the Israeli aggression
and quick lift of the siege on Gaza to bring in medical, food, life supplies
and fuels to the needy Palestinian civilians considering the coming winter.

2. Condemn also the American partnership in the aggression, war crimes,
Genocide, and crimes against humanity against the Gaza Strip, whether
through direct participation in supplying the Israeli enemy with the latest
products produced by the American war machine or through protecting it
and covering up its crimes in international fora.
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3. Call on international human rights and legal organizations and
institutions, especially the International Criminal Court, to take action on
the war crimes, Genocide, and crimes against humanity committed by the
[sraeli regime in the Gaza Strip, and to punish the Israeli Zionist regime for
committing them.

4. Urge the expulsion of the Zionist Knesset from the Inter-Parliamentary
Union (IPU) and its subsidiary organs.

5. Continue to work to isolate the Israeli regime and withdraw its
recognition due to its apartheid, racist, fascist, and terrorist entity.

6. Support strongly the establishment of a Palestinian State with Al-Ghods
as its eternal Capital, and the right of return of all Palestinian refugees to
their homeland from which they were displaced since 1948.

7. Support full membership of the State of Palestine in the United Nations.

8. Reject all plans and projects for the forced displacement of the
Palestinian people from either the Gaza Strip or the West Bank.

9. Support the establishment of a special fund to provide the Palestinian
people with necessary financial assistance to rebuild what was destroyed
by the Zionist regime’s war machine in the Gaza Strip, and support also the
projects and investments for the process of economic, social, and cultural
advancement of the Palestinians while exercising all efforts to stop Zionist
settlement and annexation operations and plans in the West Bank and
dismantle the existing settlements on the Palestinian lands, as they are
illegal settlements.

10. Confront the processes of Judaization and invasions of the Islamic and
Christian religious places, especially Al-Agsa Mosque and its courtyards,
and reject any measure that affects their historical and legal status until
the establishment of an independent Palestinian State with Al-Quds as its
Capital.

11. Recall the UN Resolution No. 3379, which considers “Zionism to be a
form of racism and racial discrimination,” hostile to the Palestinian people
and stability in the region.

12. Demand the Member Parliaments’ relevant health institutions to
provide support to the Palestinian health institutions at various levels.

13. Demand also, in line with respective resolutions adopted by other
international organizations, boycott the Israeli regime’s products and
goods, and call on all political, trade union, social, cultural, and sporting
institutions to adhere to this.
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14. Stress the necessity of commitment to the Geneva Conventions
regarding the protection of Palestinian civilians and call for their full
implementation in this regard including the release of all Palestinian
hostages and prisoners taken by the Israeli regime.

15. Request all regional and international organizations and institutions
concerned with the protection of children and women to take their role in
punishing the Israeli regime and its officials for crimes committed against
Palestinian civilians. In this context, decide to consider the formation of a
legal parliamentary committee to consider the possibility of supporting
the submission of complaints to the International Criminal Court and
follow up on it.

16. Call on the Member Parliaments to provide and facilitate all forms of
diplomatic, political, material, relief, medical, and educational support to
the State of Palestine and its people.

17. Support the Palestinian National Council in all regional, international,
and continental parliamentary arrangements and networks.
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